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MedISys - Overview

• Objective:
• Support national and international Public Health (PH) organisations

• to monitor issues of Public Health concern (CBRN)

• Replace manual scanning of multiple newspapers and web portals

• Functionality:
• Gather, filter, classify, extract and aggregate CBRN-related information

• Monitor trends, detect breaking news

• Visualise analysis results

• Alert users

• Allows customised views

• In combination with RNS tool, allows manual moderation.
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MedISys – Current subscribers and users include …

• Supranational organisations
• Directorate General Health and Consumer Protection (SANCO)
• European Centre for Disease Control, Stockholm (ECDC)
• Euro-Surveillance
• World Health Organisation (WHO)

• National Public Health organisations
• Swiss Federal Office of Public Health
• Icelandic Ministry of Health
• Spanish Ministry of Sanitation
• Spanish Ministry of Health and Consumer Protection
• Institut de Veille Sanitaire France
• Global Public Health Intelligence Network (Canada)
• Danish Emergency Management Agency
• Italian Ministry of Health
• Italian Ministry of Defence
• Dutch Institute of Public Health
• Dutch Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority 

• The Public: < 2000 visitors / day 
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MedISys – screenshots
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MedISys – functionality and CBRN coverage
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Adaptation of MedISys to user needs

• We continuously add more news sources and new categories, e.g. concerning
• Events: Olympic Games 2008, UEFA Euro 2008, …

• New diseases

• Other classes, e.g. deliberate release of chemicals

• Output format: web pages, email alerts, or RSS feed to integrate into your environment.

• Email alerts: 
• daily vs. breaking news only

• for daily notification: specify hour

• for breaking news: level-dependent

• User-selected languages only
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Coverage of languages
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Locations mentioned in MedISys medical articles across languages

Italian   - German

Importance of multilingual information gathering

English   - French

Spanish - Portuguese
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Aggregation of multilingual information

• Documents from all languages get classified 
according to the same countries and categories.

• An increase of the number of media reports on 
any country-category combination is detected,

• independently of the reporting language.

• Graphs and alerts may show events not yet 
reported in your own language.
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Cross-lingual information access

• Links to Machine Translation programs, where available.

• Display of other MedISys categories, of persons and organisations found in text.
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Visualisation of information and alert levels

Graphs visually summarise, e.g. 

• ‘Top stories today’

• Alert statistics:
threat-country combinations 
(all, or per region)
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Customisability: Filter by language / news source / category
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RNS moderation: Edit interface for newsletter

Manual selection of news items, drag and drop compilation of newsletters.
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Geographic visualisation of breaking news
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Integrated: PULS event extraction system    (English only)
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Contact

• Public access at http://medusa.jrc.it/
• Further public media monitoring applications available at http://press.jrc.it/overview.html

• Details:

• Contact for access to restricted version:
(more functionality; moderation interface; your own categories)

• Germain Thinus Germain.Thinus@ec.europa.eu

• Dr. Ralf Steinberger Ralf.Steinberger@jrc.it


